
     The Glen 

           G A Z E T T E 
The Gatehouse 

VOLUME  36  NUMBER  12                         DECEMBER   2024 



The Glen Gazette  December 2024 

2 

                                 GAZETTE STAFF 

            Editor………………….Tom McDonough 
            Asst. Ed. ……..…… …Dorothy Scheuer 
            Treasurer……………  Joan Anterio 
             Secretary……………. Mary Ann  DeCostanzo 
            Advertising Mgr.…… Rosann Kelly 
             Dist. Coordinator…...Joe Anterio    
             Layout……..……….   Tom McDonough, Rosann Kelly,  
                      Tom Schneider  
           Contributors...…….... Mary Jane Porretta, Mary Collins, 
                                               Dorothy Scheuer, Nancy Verbarg 
            Typists…………...…  Mary Ann DeCostanzo, 
                                              Dorothy Scheuer, Tom McDonough  
           Tech Advisor………   Mike Abbate 
           Photographer ……    Andy Salzman 
           Board  Liaison ……..Mike Abbate 
  
    *Gazette e-mail address: glengazette311@outlook.com* 
 
 
             LEISURE GLEN BOARD of DIRECTORS 

             
                      President……...Mike Abbate 
                      VP…………….  Ron Matz    
                      Secretary…….. Andy Salzman 
                      Treasurer……. Kevin Ward 
                      Director……... Paul Lanning  
                      Director……....Dorothy Scheuer 
                      Director………Pete Kassebaum 
                                                                   
   ** Disclaimer ** 
    
      The Glen Gazette, Leisure Glen Homeowners 
Association, the Board of Directors and/or their staff, do not 
endorse the classifieds or display advertisements nor 
necessarily agree with the opinions expressed in the articles 
written for this newsletter.   

 
 

FOR ADVERTISING INFORMATION 
PLEASE CONTACT: 

 
      Rosann Kelly                     Or                 The HOA  Office 
     (631) 849-1776              311 Glen Dr. 
    lggazette11961@gmail.com                    (631)744-4988 
                                

                         ***  GAZETTE DEADLINES: *** 
 

 Articles and Ads:  Due 10th of the month at 3pm, unless it    
 falls on a weekend in which case the deadline for 
 submission of articles is the preceding Friday by 3pm. 

 
                ** No articles are to be placed at the HOA ** 
      ***Articles without signatures WILL NOT be printed.*** 
 
                              INSIDE THIS ISSUE 

 
       Credits     Page   2 
       Presidents Page    Page   3 
       Creative Corner      Page  4           
       Club & Comm.        Page  5-28,30,31,33,36 
       Puzzles                   Page  29 
       Laughter                  Page  32 
       Recipe     Page  37 

              Calendar    Page  34-35 
              Ads     Page  38-68 

 

 

         

                   Emergency Phone Numbers        

                          

8 Ambu- lance     Police 
 
                                              Call 911 
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                                          Clubhouse  
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Presidents Page 

PLEASE MAKE THE FOLLOWING CHANGES TO YOUR DIRECTORY 

      Please Add:    

 Barbara Carroll 
 67 Glen Drive 
 631-228-4908 
 
 Diane & Harry & Laurie (dtr) Sander  
 153 Glen Drive 
 631-228-4375 
 

 New address: 
 Peter & Veronica Kassebaum  
 151 Glen Drive  
 631-801-2783  
                              

  

                IN  MEMORIAM  

     

  
Patricia DeFiore 
541 Leisure Drive 
                         

                         
 
                                Our deepest  sympathy to  
                                 their family and friends 

Donald Marino 
18 Villanova Court  

 
Frank Scandaglia  
435 Leisure Drive 
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Creative Corner 

  All About…the Long Island Expressway 

                                    by Mary J. Collins 

“…the world’s largest parking lot…” 
 
Spanning approximately 66 miles, I-495 (aka 

the Long Island Expressway) traverses Long 
 Island from the Queens-Midtown Tunnel in  
Manhattan to Riverhead in Suffolk County.  
Although the Long Island Expressway name  
officially begins in Nassau almost all locals and 
most signage use "the Long Island Expressway" or 
"the LIE" to refer to the entire length of I-495. 

According to the NYSDOT, approximately 
210,000 vehicles per day travel through Queens, ap-
proximately 190,000 vehicles travel through Nassau 
and approximately 150,000 vehicles travel through 
western Suffolk.  

So, the next time you are stuck in traffic on the 
LIE here are some interesting facts to ponder about 
the road everyone loves to hate. 
• I-495 was constructed in stages from 1940 to 

1972. Its completion was intended to alleviate 
congestion along local roads on Long  

      Island. Most of the highway in Queens was built 
      as part of the Interstate Highway System, with 
      90%  funding from the federal government and 
      10% from the New York state government. The 
      portion of the highway in Nassau and Suffolk 
      was built with equal funding from the federal 
      and state governments. 
• The oldest tree and tallest tree in the metropoli-

tan area, called the "Queens Giant," is very close 
to the LIE in northeastern Queens and is visible 
while driving westbound.  

• Initially, I-495 lacked streetlights in Nassau and 
Suffolk. In 1980 plans were made to add 

      lighting from the NYC border to Exit 64 in  
      Suffolk. The project was completed in 2002.  
• There is one HOV lane in each direction, in the 

median of the highway, from Exit 32 to 
      Exit 64 that are limited to buses, motorcycles, 
      and Clean Pass vehicles without occupancy  
      requirement and passenger vehicles with at least 
      two occupants. 

 
           "I drive the LIE. Please pray for me." 

         (from a bumper sticker) 

BOOK NOTES 

by Dorothy Scheuer 

A FRACTURED MIND 
by Robert B. Oxnam 

 
 Through our interactions with others, we discover 
different sides of ourselves.  One person may bring out our 
kindness, another our envy, a third our self-blame, a fourth 
our ability to be calm in trying circumstances, and so on. 
 What if, Robert B. Oxnam muses in A Fractured 
Mind:  My Life with Multiple Personality Disorder 
(2005, Hyperion), it is those perfectly normal aspects of a 
personality that explode and splinter into full-fledged al-
ters when some people who have endured extreme trauma 
or abuse wind up developing dissociative identity disorder 
(DID), formerly known as split personality or multiple 
personality disorder. 
 Oxnam, who died in April 2024 of complications 
from Alzheimer’s at age 81, was unaware until he was 47 
years old that this had happened to him.  An international-
ly recognized expert on China, president of the Asia Socie-
ty, a frequent go-to guy for television discussions of 
American-Asian relations, he was confronted by a family 
member over alcoholism so severe, he was experiencing 
frequent blackouts. 
 Oxnam made an appointment with psychiatrist 
Jeffrey Smith.  Smith convinced him to enter rehab imme-
diately and then to return for therapy for psychological 
issues that Smith could already see ran deep. 
 Following rehab, Oxnam went to AA meetings 
daily and to Dr. Smith’s office twice a week.  Soon dis-
couraged by his own perception of lack of progress, he 
decided that at the next session, he was going to end thera-
py.  He laid out his frustration and his decision and was 
surprised to hear Dr. Smith tell him their time was up.  As 
far as he knew, he’d arrived 10 minutes ago, but Dr. Smith 
and Oxnam’s own watch confirmed that he had been there 
for a full hour.  Dr. Smith told Oxnam about the encounter 
he’d had in the interim with an angry young boy named 
Tommy. 
 Over the course of treatment, Oxnam and Dr. 
Smith discovered 11 distinct alters.  Their stories are told 
in the first person by each one, switching off and taking 
turns.  We start with Bob, who was the dominant personal-
ity when this voyage of discovery began and who at that 
time had no clue there were others.  We learn along with 
them what happened in the past to make them appear, how 
they worked to process what had happened to them and 
how they navigated the work to integrate. 
 The book concludes with an epilogue written by 
Dr. Smith, Understanding DID Therapy:  The Case of 
Robert B. Oxnam.  He provides an overview of multiple 
personality, tells why he thinks it may be more widespread 
than we know and explains how and why therapy works 
for clients with and without DID.   

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Street_light
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Club News 

 
 
 
 

 
NATIONAL WREATHS ACROSS AMERICA DAY 

SATURDAY, DECEMBER 14TH    

 

THE AMERICAN LEGION AUXILIARY UNIT # 352  
WILL BE PLACING WREATHS ON  

THE GRAVES AT CALVERTON  
ALL ARE WELCOME TO JOIN US 

PLEASE SIGN UP BY DEBBIE’S OFFICE 
WE WILL MEET IN THE CIRCLE  
OF THE CLUBHOUSE AT 8:30 AM 

EVENT WILL TAKE PLACE REGARDLESS OF WEATHER 
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CONGRATULATIONS TO THE   

2024 SUMMER/FALL CHEESEBOX WINNERS 

 

 1st Place                        2nd Place                            3rd Place                            4th Place 

Eileen Becak                 Connie Caravello             Karen O’Donnell            Sal Bacarella  

Ann Rosenwasser        Walter Jankowski            Bob McGowan                Barbara Bacarella               

Dan Rosenwasser         Nancy Nawrocki              Anna Pocchiari               Joyce Moley       

Eleanor Elliott              Pat Cortigino                    Janice Grassi                  Linda Capuano 

 
 
I would also like to thank Debbie D’Amato for all her help from the beginning of our season until the 

end and at our luncheon and Kevin for maintaining the courts.  

                                                      Barbara Bacarella, President 

 

 

 

 

                                    Leisure Glen Bowling League 

High Games      
      

       Ann  Cacciaguida             215     

  Andy Copolla 203 227    

        Rich DiBenedetto 202 200 203   

            Rob Oliva 269 228    

  Tony Bainlardi 216 213    

           Bob Umina 201 201    

  Dan Edelstein 206 200 201 211 203 

   Andy Salzman                  214     

Dottie Gross 184     

  Cheryl Orioles 167 166    

    Barbara Miglino 200     

Scores high above average   
   

       Ann  Cacciaguida             +70  
  Michael Pallato +34  

   Carole Edelstein +34  
   Jeanette Marsala +33  
  Barbara Miglino +88,+66  

Sue Verderosa +41  
                  Pat Esposito +38  

Nancy Sapienza +45  
                  Andy Capolla +50  

  Jack Vanderborg +34,+37  
Kathy Lanning +30  
Tony Bainlardi +32  

                  Santa Olsen +34  
                  Dottie Gross +46  

Kathy Steimle +36  
        Denise MacMonigle +45  
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The fall season of Men’s Bocce/Horseshoes was very successful. For the first time in re-
cent memory there were no rainouts. We had 16 Bocce teams and 10 Horseshoes teams. 
It was a very exciting and competitive season. Looking forward to doing it again next 
spring.    
 
 

          Bocce Winners 

           1st Place                                                    2nd Place 

             

 

                3rd Place 

                4th Place 

Jeff Daly, Phil Barbarello, 
       Bob Umina  & 
   Rich DiBenedetto Andy Coppola, Nick Signorello 

Tony Virga & Frank DiLorenzo 

           Joe Flynn, John Dahl, 
      Joel Schwartz & Jorge Fredes 

Matt Krauza, Chris McMahon, 
   Jim O’Keefe & Vic Troiano 

   Andy Salzman, Tony Carnevale, 
Bob McGowan & Lew Scala (Absent)  
 

           5th Place 
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Horseshoes Winners 

             1st Place        2nd Place 

               3rd Place 

         4th Place        5th Place 

Buddy Nunziata & 
  Pete Kassebaum 

    
  Guerino Radovic & 
       Sal Bacarella 

    Don Boudreau & 
        Bill Costello 

   Andy Coppolo & 
Gene Reynolds (Absent) 

        Pat Espopsito & 
            Jorge Fredes 



The Glen Gazette  December 2024 

10 

Club News  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

                                         LEISURE GLEN WOMEN’S GUILD  

 On November 7th, the Women’s Guild held our Annual Community Food Drive. This 
event was an overwhelming success, with our residents donating large amounts and varieties 
of food to be distributed to our sponsor churches and synagogue. There are many people to 
thank for making this annual event a success. We start with Siegrid Harjus on the Glen side 
and Rosalie Tartaglia on the Leisure side. They collect huge varieties of food, sort them and 
then bag them for distribution. It is a huge job that Siegrid and Rosalie organize with  
precision and dedication. The block captains bring the food to the collection sites so it can all 
be sorted and bagged. Block captains are a huge part of our success, and I thank them for 
their continued dedication. Lastly, I thank each resident who so generously donated food in 
all varieties and amounts. Without our residents’ generosity, we would not have a food 
drive.   

 Our end -of- the- year event is our Annual Gift Giving for the children whose names 
are given to us from their churches. Each child indicates their wish, and we place it on our 
Giving Board. Our residents take the wishes and proceed to buy the child their wish! Our 
Gift Giving is on Tuesday, December 10th from 9a.m. -12noon. Bagels and coffee will be 
served as a thank-you for your generosity. You can bring your gift in wrapped or we will 
wrap it for you. Most important is that you have the tag secured to your gift so we will know 
where it goes and the child receives their wish! Also that morning we will honor our three 
charities and give them their check with our appreciation for the wonderful work they per-
form. Our 2024 charities are Rocky Point Fire Department  EMTs, Hope House Ministries 
and  the Alzheimer’s Association of Long Island. Their donations are the result of our year-
long fundraising efforts.  I’d like to thank all our residents for their support of our many 
 activities over the year that make our charity gift giving possible.  

 As we wind down 2024, I wish each of you a happy holiday season with your family 
and friends. We look forward to the New Year with hope for good health and happiness.  

                                         Mary Ann Fox, President  
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Club News / Donations 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

The American Legion Auxiliary Unit # 352 thanks the residents of Leisure Glen for their continuing 
 generosity in supporting our Holiday Greeting Card fundraiser. 

 
With this year’s donations we will be able to purchase gift cards to support our veterans in the Northport VA 

Hospital, Long Island State Veterans Home in Stony Brook,  
Project Veronica, as well as endeavors to 

 support our local Veterans. 
We wish you all a Happy and Blessed Holiday Season.  

May God Bless you all and may God Bless America  
 

 

 

 

 

  

ABBATE  MIKE 

ACER  BRIGITTE 

ACERRA  FILOMENA 

ADAMO  THOMAS & CAROLE 

ANON. DONOR   

ANTERIO  JOE & JOAN 

BACARELLA  SAL AND BARBARA 

BAEHRLE  PATRICIA 

BAKER  PEGGY 

BARBAGALLO  LYDIA 

BARILLARO  JOHN & SUSAN 

BAUER  WALTER & HELEN 

BAUMAN  DOROTHY 

BAZER  CHRIS & SUSAN 

BEATO  LINDA 

BERG  FERDINAND & JOAN 

BETZ  WILLIAM & ALICE 

BISOGNO  ROBERT & PHYLLIS 

BOROWSKY  DENNIS & DOROTHY 

BRENNAN  JOSEPH & PATRICIA 

BROWN  LORRAINE 

BUONANNO  MARCIA 

BURBURAN  ANTONIO & DOROTHY 

BURKE  EDWARD 

BYRNES  KATHLEEN 

CACCIAGUIDA ANN 

CAMARDA  SALVATORE & NANCY 

CAMMARATA JIM & MARIE 

CAMPBELL  JOAN 

CARLESCO  STEVE & JACQUI 

CARLSON  DAVID & DIANE 

CARNEVALE  TONY 

CARTER  PAMELA 

CAVALLUZZO  FAMILY 

CENTNER  AUDREY 

CHAIMOVITCH BERNARD & ELLEN 

CHAIMOWITZ  LENORA 

COIA-MEO  GIACINTA & JOSEPHINE 

COLE  MONTE & CHRIS 

CONIGLIO  BETTY 

CONNOLLY  ELINOR 

CONNOLLY  JOSEPH & MAUREEN 

CONRAD  GERARD & MARY 

CORDELLA  CARMINE & JOANNE 

CORDTS  JIM & MARIA 

CORLETTO  JAMES & DEBORAH 

CORTIGINO  PASQUALE 

COSTER  JOHN & OLIVIA 

CSAJKO  THOMAS 

CUNNINGHAM  BERNARD & ADELAIDE 

CURRY  KATHLEEN 

DAHL  JOHN & STEFFI-LYNN 

DALY  JEFFREY & KAREN 

D'AMATO  DEBBIE 

D'AMORE  ROBERT & KATHLEEN 

DE CEGLIE  ANTOINETTE 

DE COSTANZO  MARY ANN 

DE ROSA  JOHN & LYDIA 

https://www.bing.com/images/search?q=american+legion+aux+logo&id=729293D07762AE3EAAE1895F0491078F3638A45F&FORM=I
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DESJARDINS  PAUL & COOKIE 

DI BELLA  DOMENIC & MARY 

DI BENEDETTO RICHARD & RUTHANN 

DI MAGGIO  ROCCO & DEBORAH SCENSNY 

DI MILO  SANDRA 

DILLON  VERONICA 

DOHERTY  MADELINE 

DONLIN  BARBARA 

ELLSON  JUNE 

ELS  WILLIAM & JANET 

ELSER  LUCIA 

ESPOSITO  EILEEN 

FACINI  CHARLES & LEONA 

FAGAN  PATRICIA 

FELDMAN  ALLEN & FRANCES 

FISHON  NANCY 

FITZGERALD  JOSEPHINE 

FITZGERALD  JOHN & MARY 

FITZGERALD  KEVIN & KAREN 

FORTSCH  CHARLIE & TRACY 

FOX  MARY ANN 

FREY  NOREEN 

GARRITI  LEONARD & THERESA 

GLEN CAFÉ   

GOFF  KAREN 

GORTON  ROSEMARIE 

GOULD  PATRICIA 

GRALNICK  LORI 

GRANCIO  RITA 

GRANDELLI  REGINA 

GRASSI  JANICE 

GRENOWSKI  DANIEL & JOYCE 

GROSS  JOHN & DOROTHY 

GROSSO  ANTHONY & PHYLLIS 

GUASTO  ANDREW & LINDA 

GUSSON  ERNA 

HAAS  BOB & MARCELLA 

HALL  THOMAS & KATHRYN 

HALL  JAMES 

HARDWICKE  DONNA 

HASEMANN  WALTER & SUSAN 

HERZBERG  DORIS 

HESS  THOMAS & DEIRDRE 

HEWITT  THOMAS & KAREN 

HOGAN  MARK & VATSALA BHASKARAN 

HOLMES  DIANE 

HORAN  SUZANNE 

INGARRA  FRANK & CARMELA 

INGRAM  ROBERT & JOAN 

JABBONSKY  CHARLES & LUANNE 

KASSEBAUM  PETER & VERONICA 

KEARON  ROBERT & PATRICIA 

KELLY  ANN 

KING  ANNA 

KOBARG  KENNETH 

KOURIL  ROBERT & LUANN 

KOWALSKI  JOHN & ROSEMARY 

KREUSCHER  CAROL 

LA LIMA  SALVATORE & NORA 

LAFERLITA  NEIL & MARIA 

LAGOMARSINO TOM 

LAMITOLA  RAYMOND & SUZANNE 

LANNING  PAUL & KATHY 

LARICCIO  ED 

LATZEN  EILEEN 

LEIBROCK  ROSEMARY 

LG TRAVEL   

LEMYRE  ELIZABETH 

LENNSTROM  ANNETTE 

LEONARD  JEANNINE 

LEVITAN  DAVID & BARBARA 

LILLY  WILLIAM & LISA 

LODATO  JAMES & CAROL 

LOMONACO  FRANK & MARIA 

LONG  JEANNETTE 

LORELLO  JAMES & KATHY 

LORENZO  SANDY 

LOWENBERG  PAUL & CLARA 

LUCAS  VERISSMO & ANABELA 

LUCKAS  WILLIAM & REGINA 

LUIDI  JOHN & ARLENE 

LYNCH  KENNETH & PATRICIA 

LYONS  GERARD & NANCY 

MAC MONIGLE DENISE 

MACRAE  DENISE 

MAGNUSON  JAMES & PATRICIA 
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MALISZEWSKI JOHN & DIANE 

MARCIS  EUGENE & ANNETTE 

MARCZAK  ED & JUDY 

MARINO  BARBARA 

MARTONE  MARC 

MATRANGA  GEORGE & ILKAY 

MATTSON  DENNIS & CYNTHIA 

MATZ  RONALD & JOANN 

MATZELLE  JOHN & DENISE 

MC CORMICK  DOROTHY 

MC DONNELL  PHILIP & BARBARA 

MC DONOUGH  THOMAS & BERNADINE 

MC GOURTY  MARIE 

MC GOWAN  BOB & CAROL 

MC HUGH  PATRICK & BARBARA 

MC MAHON  CHRISTOPHER & DOROTHEA 

MC QUILLEN  JOSEPH & ANNE 

MC VEY  MARGARET 

MELUCCI  DANIEL & BARBARA 

MERCURIO  STEPHEN & DEBORAH 

MERKEL  REGINA 

METZLER  BARBARA 

MINER  ELEANOR 

MINTON  CAROL 

MISCELLA  CARMELA 

NAPPI  VINCENT & GLORIA 

NASO  GARY & EILEEN 

NAUMANN  CAROL 

NAWROCKI  NANCY 

NOEL  LINDA 

NUNZIATA  WILLIAM & JANICE 

O'CONNOR  CRAIG & LINDA 

O'CONNOR  PATRICIA 

ODDO  JOHN & NANCY 

OLSON  SANTA 

ORIOLES  ANTHONY & CHERYL 

OTT  CHARLES & NANCY 

OWENS  LINDA 

PACITTI  LINDA & VINCENT PRESTOMBURGO 

PELLEGRINO  LINDA & JOE ESPOSITO 

PENDERGAST  KEVIN, NANCY & FAMILY 

PETRIE  MARIE 

PHELAN  MICHAEL & PATRICIA 

PHILLIPS  JUDITH 

PHILP  WILLIAM & CHRISTINE 

PHOENIX  JOSEPHINE & TRISHA 

POCCHIARI  ANNA 

PORRETTA  JOSEPH & MARY JANE 

PULASKI  ETHEL 

PYMM  DONALD & DEBRA 

QUARANTO  JEAN 

RADKE  DIANE & JEANNE 

REILLY  KEVIN & DIANE 

REINFURT  CHARLES & ANITA 

RELLER  JOYCE 

REYNOLDS  GENE & PAT 

RIGGI  ANNETTE 

RIZZA  RICHARD & MILDRED 

RUSSO  BOB & ROSALIE 

SALBU  KENNETH & CORINNE 

SALINO  PATRICIA 

SALZMAN  ANDREW & LORETTA 

SANATORE  JOSEPH & JUDITH 

SAUVE  MARGARET 

SCALA  LEWIS & MARIE 

SCHAY  LAURA 

SCHIFANO  CARL & LINDA 

SCHLITZ  THOMAS & NINA 

SCHMIDT  LYNNE 

SCHMIDT  MARIA 

SCOLLO  JOHN & GERALDINE 

SCOTTO  PHILIP 

SIGANOC  STEPHEN & LINDA 

SILETTI  ROSEMARY 

SIMEONE  RICHARD & DOROTHY 

SINAGRA  JOSEPH & JOANNA 

SINDONE  LOUIS & BETTY 

SORCE  LUCY 

SPITZIG  HOWARD & JUDITH 

SPROULES  THOMAS & BARBARA 

STAMPFEL  JOHN & BETTY 

STEIMLE  DONALD & KATHLEEN 

STIEGELMAIER DOUGLAS & SUSAN 

STORM  RONALD & NANCY 

STRANGE  DOROTHY 

STURMER  JEANETTE 
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SURACE  CAMILLE 

SWINTON  HELEN 

TARTAGLIA  STEPHEN & ROSALIE 

TEGLASI  BARBARA 

TEVERE  JACK & HELEN 

THORGERSEN  JOSEPHINE 

THORGERSEN  ED & KIM MUSI 

TOMMASINO  ROBERTA 

TORRACA  ROSE 

TOURTOULIS  GEORGE & CHRISTINE 

TRENTACOSTE LUIGI & RAFFAELA 

TUPPER  KITTY 

VERDEROSA  PHIL & SUSAN 

WAIZENEGGER ROBERT & MARIA 

WALAG  BRUCE 

WALSH  MARY ELLEN 

WARD  KEVIN & MAUREEN 

WEBB  JEANNE 

WEINREICH  MARIE 

WENNISCH  CHRISTA 

WILSON  SARA 

ZAWISTOWSKI VICTORIA 

BAEHRLE  PATRICIA 

CANTONE  MARIE 

COSTELLO WILLIAM & MARY ELLEN 

DI FASANO  MARIE 

SCOTTO  LEE 

DULISSE  ANNE 

   

   

   

   

  

   

COGGIANO  ANTHONY 

GIORDANO DONA 

NOTO  ELVIRA 

RAPP  PETER 

VICCARO  DONNA 

WELDEN  ANITA 
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            GARDEN CORNER  

How did a tropical plant become an unlikely symbol of the Christmas holiday?  The history of the poinsettia, 
as it relates to Christmas, begins with an old Mexican legend and, later, a prominent American business ven-
ture. 
 
Aside from the Christmas tree itself, no plant symbolizes Christmas quite like the poinsettia.  Within a six-
week period leading up to Christmas, there are about 35 million poinsettias sold, making it the largest potted 
flower crop grown in the United States. 
In the native region of southern Mexico, the poinsettia flowers during the winter season.  They are perennial 
shrubs that were once considered a weed and will grow 12 to 15 feet tall in the wild.  The colored “flowers” 
are specialized leaves called bracts, while the actual flowers are inconspicuous beads found in the center of the 
bracts. 
 
According to Mexican lore, a young child, Pepita, did not have a gift for the baby Jesus at a Christmas Eve 
service.  She was penniless, so all she could do was pick a bouquet of weeds to offer.  The angels felt compas-
sion for her plight.  So, after Pepita set the flowers at the nativity on Christmas Eve, the angels transformed the 
weeds into beautiful red flowers.  This is why red and green are the colors of Christmas today. 
Now the reason blazing red poinsettias are the Christmas flower in the US is an accidental discovery by Joel 
Roberts Poinsett (1779-1851), an American statesman and first US Ambassador to Mexico in 1828.  An ama-
teur botanist, Poinsett saw the red flowers when visiting the Mexican town of Taxco.  Poinsett was so im-
pressed by the beauty of these plants that he sent cuttings back to his plantation near Georgetown, South Caro-
lina, where they were propagated and called the “Mexican Fire Plant”.  The plant was shared with botanical 
gardens and growers across the country.  Soon the plants became popular across the US and were named for 
Poinsett. 
 
The reason poinsettias became so popular is due to Paul Ecke and his inventiveness.  Ecke, who lived in Cali-
fornia, discovered a technique that caused seedlings to branch, resulting in a fuller plant.  He began growing 
the plant in the tens of thousands for Christmas when other flowers were scarce.  To promote poinsettias as a 
Christmas plant, he sent the crimson-leaved plants to TV studios nationwide, including “The Tonight Show” 
and Bob Hope’s holiday specials.  Today, poinsettias are the most popular Christmas plant and the bestselling 
potted plant in the US and Canada, contributing $250 million to the US economy at the retail level.  California 
remains the top US poinsettia-producing state. 
 
For over 150 years, December 12 was considered National Poinsettia Day to honor the day of Poinsett’s death 
in 1851.  In 2002, an Act of Congress made it official. 
A few tips on caring for your poinsettia.  Protect your new plants from cold temperatures and chilling winds 
on the way home from the store.  Do not leave it in your car while you do other errands. At home, place near a 
sunny window where it will get bright, indirect light for at least 6 hours a day.  Avoid drafts, keeping tempera-
tures between 65-70 degrees.  Over watering is a common cause of death.  Water only when the soil is dry, 
and don’t let the plant sit in water.  No fertilizer is needed while the plant is in bloom.  
 
            

Happy Holidays!        Submitted by Christine Tourtoulis and Chris Cole 

https://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=2ahUKEwjQiJOntIHeAhXsct8KHZ3-CPEQjRx6BAgBEAU&url=https://www.pinterest.com/pin/52072939420815342/&psig=AOvVaw2GG2dqnzQmKfYq805VzjGs&ust=1539451066752740
https://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=2ahUKEwisrO7sv_7dAhWEhOAKHcZ5DvoQjRx6BAgBEAU&url=http://www.cartoon-clipart.com/cartoon_clipart_images/clipart_illustration_of_a_woman_wearing_gloves_and_boots_pushing_a_red_
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Puzzles 

 

 LOOK FOR ANSWERS IN THIS ISSUE                     

               Puzzle Theme: 
       Save the Day (Freestyle) 
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Laughter the best Medicine 

 

ONE LINERS! 

• Confuse your doctor by putting on rubber gloves at the 

same time he does.  

• I went line dancing last night. OK, it was a roadside  

      sobriety test... the same thing.  

• Do you ever get up in the morning, look in the mirror and 

think “That can’t be right.”  

• Have you ever listened to someone for a minute and 

thought “Their cornbread isn't done in the middle.”  

• Apparently RSVP’ing to a wedding invitation “Maybe 

next time,” isn’t the correct response.  

• I’m on two diets. I wasn’t getting  enough food on one. 
• My wife asked me to take her to one of those restaurants 

where they make food right in front of you.  I took her to 
Subway.  

• I miss the 90’s when bread was still good for you and no 

one knew what kale was.  
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Community News / Thank You 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

       Puzzles Answers 

                      HAPPY  BIRTHDAY! 
TO ALL OUR GLEN NEIGHBORS   

BORN IN DECEMBER 
 

  

 

 

***ATTENTION RESIDENTS*** 
 

I would like to keep the Travel Club active, and I would volunteer to remain president of the Travel 
Club.  The Club would continue sponsoring casino trips, racetrack trips, occasional cruises and/or overnight 
trips.  In order for the Travel Club to stay active, I would need volunteers for Vice President and a  
Treasurer to assist me.   
Our last casino trip was on October 29th, but I am currently researching a 12 day cruise out of New York for 
November 2025.  If you are interested in helping the Travel Club stay active and becoming an officer of the 
Club, please contact me. 
  
Thank you, 
Ann Cacciaguida 631-821-0442 

       SLOW DOWN  COWBOY 

               SPEED LIMIT 

           Thru-out the Glen 

                  20 MPH 

 

                  Your  Neighbors Lives Depend on it! 



1 2 3  Community Trim a Tree 2pm 4      No Aerobics 
* Set up for kids Xmas 
              party 

8     Men’s Club Children’ 
     Christmas Party 11 am 

9 10  Women’s Guild Gift Wrap 
                  9am 

11 

15 16 17 18 

22 23 24  HOA closes at 12noon 25       Christmas  Day 
* Hanukkah Begins at Sunset 
       *HOA Closed 

29 30 31       New Years Eve 
   * HOA Closes at 12noon 

 



5  Riverhead 10am-2pm 
    * Holiday Party 5pm 

6 7  Bring gifts for Christmas 
           Party 9:30am 

12 SmithHaven Mall area 
          10am-2pm 
* Garden Club Project 6pm 

13  HOA closes 12noon 14  Theater club/ Italian Amer. 
 Clubs Christmas party 6pm 

19  Rocky Point 10am-2pm 
*Soc. Club Tix sales 11am 
              and 5pm  

20 21     1st  day of winter 

26   Hanukkah/ Kwanzaa 
* Rocky Point 10am-2pm 
 

27 28 

   

        
*Aerobics  M,W,F 10am 
*Art League Mon.1pm 
* Bean Bag Tue & Thur 4pm 
*Bingo Mon 7pm 
*Bridge Thurs. 1 pm 
*Fibre Arts 1pm Thurs. 
*Hand & Foot Canasta   
        1pm  Fridays 
*Ping Pong 9am Tue & Thur 
 
 *Gym is for Leisure Glen 
        Residents Only 
$50 fine to the resident if your 
family or guest is caught 
       using the gym*   
 
       *WINTER BROS.  
 CARTING   631-244-7272*   
Bulk is every Thurs. If you 
have large items you  must 
call Winter Bros. directly 
 
 * All bottles to be placed 
      in regular Garbage * 

 

          Key to Symbols 

  

Garbage  

 

Plastic/Cans  

 

Paper/Cardboard 
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Taste of the Best 

                             HOLIDAY TWIRLY COOKIES 

 

 

 
 

INGREDIENTS 
6 cups flour 
6 tsp. baking powder 
½ tsp. salt - mix three dry ingredients together 
½ lb. butter (2 sticks) slightly softened 
1 cup sugar 
6 slightly beaten eggs 
1-1/2 tsp. vanilla 
1-1/2 tsp. milk 
 

DIRECTIONS 
Mix dry ingredients in a bowl and set aside. 
In another bowl, combine the slightly beaten eggs with the sugar, vanilla and milk. 
Add butter and then add flour in 3 parts to the egg mixture and lightly knead. 
Form into a dough, roll into 8” snakes. 
Fold in half, twist and shape into wreaths, candy canes, etc. 
Bake at 350 degrees for 10 to 12 minutes. 
Allow to cool completely before applying thin white icing. 

 

THIN WHITE ICING 
1/3 Stick soft butter 
½ box confectionary sugar 
½ tsp. vanilla 
1/3 cup milk or more to make thinner. 
 

DIRECTIONS 
Beat until smooth with electric mixer. 
Turn each cookie over and dip tops into icing. 
Sprinkle with colorful sugar (optional) and air dry. 

 
Mary Jane Porretta    631 882 883 
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            OUR ADVERTISERS PROVIDE THE FINANCES THAT CONTRIBUTE TO  
                         YOUR GLEN GAZETTE NEWSLETTER -- TRY THEM OUT!  
 

 The Leisure Glen Gazette finds its way into your mailbox every month by way of our superb Block 
Captains. Within it, you find articles, jokes, puzzles, important club and community news and  
advertisements. 
 Behind the scenes the Leisure Glen Gazette is a completely voluntarily run organization with an  
importance that extends beyond its publication and distribution. It is one of the main functions of the  
community whose profits go directly back into the community. The Gazette staff responds to requests for 
funds from clubs and from the Board of Directors. 
          Below is a list of some of our donations over the past several years: 
 

 

Theatre Club 
Women's Guild  
Trim-A-Tree  
2 New Pool Tables  
American Legion Auxiliary  
TV at Concierge  
Computer Club (Monitor) 
New Bench press for Gym 
TV and Shelf for Gym ext.. 
Outdoor Movie Screen 
Garden Club 

 
Block Captains' Breakfast  
Re-Surface Card tables  
4th of July Party 
TV in Men's Card Room  
Repairs to Bocce Ball Shed 
New BBQ Grill 
Wi-Fi for HOA & Clubhouse 
Lap top for various club usage   
HOA Reserve Fund 
New Treadmill for Gym 
Computer for Men’s Club 

Chanukah  
Tennis Club Equipment  
Hand and Foot group 
L.G. Band  
Furniture for Greenery Room  
Photography Club  (Scanner) 
New Bingo Machine 
30th Anniversary Party 
New Ping Pong Table 
New Tables and chairs for Main Hall 
New lounge chairs for the pool 
New Gym Equipment  

          You can be as wise as an  OWL  

            by using our  ADVERTISERS 

  
           This ain’t no BULL 
            Our Advertisers are 

                    GOOD   
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THE HANLON AGENCY 

631-727-1700 

1236 Roanoke Ave 

Riverhead, NY 11901 

bethhanlon@allstate.com 
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Whole Hearted                

Companion 

Completely and sincerely devoted 

and determined to give you peace 

& free from worry.  I will stay 

connected to you and your needs.  

Light housekeeping, meals, 

general hygiene,  Female only.  

Your friend, your companion, 

your neighbor.  

CALL  

Karen Strauss 

     631-748-1719 

LEISURE GLEN  

REFERENCES 
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Bible & Prayer @  

My Home in The Glen 

Time seeking, fellowship,  

coffee & cake.   

Call Karen Strauss, 631-748-1719 
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